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of its members the highest personal respect ; and I consider 
that the zeal and liberality with which they have sustained the 
Institution, and carried out its objects, entitle them to be 
classed among national benefactors. It was, therefore, with 
peculiar satisfaction that I became instrumental in rendering 
to the Academy the service of which it stood in need ; but I 
must not take undue credit to myself for this, as it is largely 
shared by Dr. Robinson, who, as a man of science, pointed out 
what was necessary, and, as a man of business, showed how 
it could be accomplished. His letter, with the authority of his 
great name, needed but little recommendation from me to Lord 
John Russell or the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and I hope 
that the new building will be found adequate to the purpose 
of rendering your inestimable possessions more useful and ac- 
cessible to the public. I attach great importance to the pub- 
lication of the Brehon Laws, both in a political and literary 
point of view, and I cannot doubt that my successor, when 
made aware of the circumstances, will feel under the same ob- 
ligation that I do to Dr. Todd and Dr. Graves, for the truly 
patriotic spirit with which they have undertaken this arduous 
work ; neither can I doubt that from Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment they will receive all the encouragement and assistance 
they may require. For myself, permit me to say, that in this 
or any other matter involving the interests of the Royal Irish 
Academy, I hope you will freely command my services; they 
will be given with all the devotion of personal friendship and 
the desire to do good to Ireland, which I have always felt 
during my residence among you, and which I assure you will 
in no respect be diminished by the termination of my official 
career." 



The Secretary of Council read the following Report : — 

The Council, in presenting their Annual Report to the Academy, 
have more than ordinary reason to congratulate it on its efficient 
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and prosperous state. The circumstance of our meeting in this 
new abode, so much more commodious than the one we formerly 
occupied, and so much more commensurate with the wants and the 
dignity of the Academy, is a conclusive proof of the estimation in 
•which it is held. By thus liberally providing for our accommoda- 
tion, the Government of the country has established a permanent 
memorial of the approbation with which it regards the Academy, 
and which the Queen's Kepresentative has recently expressed in 
the most ample and gratifying terms. It remains for the Academy 
to pursue its vocation with fresh energy, and to prove itself de- 
serving of national support, as the chief body representing Science 
and Literature in Ireland. 

For the information of members who may .not be fully aware of 
the circumstances connected with our tenure of the former Aca- 
demy House, and our removal to the present one, the Council have 
thought it expedient to lay before you a brief statement of these 
matters. 

The first meetings of the Academy were held in the house of its 
first President, the Earl of Charlemont. On his application to the 
Commissioners of Inland Navigation, the Academy was then granted 
the use of their house No. 114, Grafton-street, then called the Na- 
vigation House. The Commissioners having moved a few years 
afterwards to a different office, the Academy continued to occupy 
the same premises, and finally prevailed upon the Government to 
present it with the interest which the Government possessed in the 
lease of the house. This was done by a King's Letter in the year 
1788. For some years after this date, annual grants of various 
amounts were made by the Irish Treasury to enable the Academy 
to defray its rent: but finally, in the years 1800 and 1801, two 
Acts of Parliament were passed, respectively granting annual sums 
not exceeding £50 and £116 1 3s. (late Irish currency); the former 
"to defray the expenses of the Establishment;" the latter for the 
express purpose of paying the rent of the Academy House ; but, in 
fact, it was understood that these sums were intended to pay the 
various charges incidental upon the house accommodation of the 
Academy. From this source, after the deduction of certain official 
charges, the Academy has continued ever since to derive an annual 
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income of £146 17s. 8d. This is entirely distinct from the grant 
first made in 1816, which is annually inserted in the Treasury Es- 
timates, and which has always been appropriated to the general pur- 
poses of the Academy. 

The interest of which the Academy ultimately became possessed 
in the house in Grafton-street is as follows : — The ground and the 
house belongs to the Corporation of the City of Dublin, by whom 
it was let on a lease for three lives, renewable during a period of 60 
years, to a tenant under whose representative the Academy holds. 
This period of 60 years expired in Easter, 1851, when it appeared 
that two of the lives then in the lease were those of persons above 
70 years of age, whilst of the third nothing was known, as the per- 
son had not been heard of for many years. Thus it was manifest that 
the Academy's tenure of the house, depending upon two such ad- 
vanced lives, was near its termination. 

Under these circumstances, the President made energetic repre- 
sentations to the Government, praying that a permanent and suit- 
able residence might be granted to the Academy. This application 
was successful. The Government being assured that the house in 
which we now are was in every respect eligible, obtained a lease of 
it at a rent of £155 17s. 6d. per annum. For the payment of this, 
our annual grant under Acts of Parliament, of £146 17s. 8d., is 
available in the first instance, and is to be handed over, half-yearly, 
by the Treasurer of the Academy, to the Commissioners of the 
Board of Public Works, who will put the balance in their annual 
estimates. 

The Academy House being for the future placed on the same 
footing as other public buildings, its repairs will be undertaken by 
the Commissioners of the Board of Works, and at their charge. 
For the purpose of putting it into a fit state to meet all the requi- 
sitions of the Academy, the Commissioners expect to obtain a spe- 
cial Parliamentary Grant for additions, alterations, and repairs, to 
be executed in the course of the current year. The proposed addi- 
tions consist of a fire-proof building on the ground-floor at the rere 
of the house, containing a Museum and a Library ; the latter on 
such a scale as to answer for a meeting-room on occasions when a 
very large assemblage of persons is expected to take place. It is 
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intended to hold the ordinary meetings of the Academy in the large 
room above stairs, whilst the smaller room adjoining it will be ap- 
propriated as a Council-room. The improvements projected by the 
Commissioners of the Board of Works will, it is hoped, commence 
in August. 

A portion of the expense of removal has unavoidably fallen 
upon the Academy. It was necessary to compensate the late occu- 
pants for gas-fittings and other fixtures, and also to pay the rent of 
the house for the half-year preceding the date at which the tenure 
of it by the Government commences. To meet these charges the 
Academy, at a recent meeting, authorized the payment of 1 77 1 8s. 8d. 
It is hoped, however, that this sum will be more than reimbursed 
when the Academy's interest in the house in Grafton -street has 
been disposed of, the value of that interest being now considerably 
greater than it was when the application was made to Government 
for a new place of residence. Since that time the landlord under 
whom the Academy holds was advised to take proceedings in the 
Court of Chancery to compel the Corporation to insert a new life 
in the head-lease, on the ground that the person about whose life a 
doubt existed had been so long missing, that there was a reason- 
able presumption of the death previous to Easter, 1851. The appli- 
cation having been granted by the Court, the life of a young person 
was inserted in the lease; and the Academy's interest in it has thus 
become so much more valuable that the sale of it is likely to realize 
a considerable sum. 

The third part of the twenty-second volume of the Transactions 
of the Academy has been printed off, and its publication is only 
delayed pending the execution of two etchings illustrating Dr. 
Kennedy Bailie's paper on the University Anaglyphs. 

The first part of the fifth volume of the Proceedings was pub- 
lished during the past year. By a rigid adherence to a resolution 
of the Council, respecting the abstracts of communications made to 
the Academy, the Editor has been enabled regularly to furnish the 
members with a printed report of the proceedings of each meeting 
within a few days after its occurrence. The working of this sys- 
tem will, no doubt, be much facilitated when its nature and ob- 
jects are better understood. Any member applying for leave to 
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make a communication to the Academy is expected to send in, at 
the same time, exactly such an abstract of its contents, as is fit to 
appear in the Proceedings. This summary ought to set forth clearly 
the general nature of the communication, and the results announced 
in it, without transgressing those limits which the very name of an 
abstract suggests. 

The Committee of Science has had the satisfaction of witnessing the 
completion of the series of Meteorological and Tidal Observations, 
which the co-operation of the Coast Guard Department has enabled 
them to procure. In the subjoined Report, submitted by that Com- 
mittee to the Council, the Academy will find a statement of the pro- 
gress hitherto made towards the accomplishment of these important 
scientific objects. They engaged the attention of the Academy soon 
after its foundation ; and though the greatest credit is due to the 
present Committee of Science for having organized a more perfect 
system, and attained to infinitely more extensive results; the histo- 
rian of science ought not to omit mention of the establishment in 
Ireland, under the superintendence of the Academy, of twenty sta- 
tions for barometric and thermometric observations so long ago as 
the year 1787. 

The Academy's Library has been enriched during the past year 
by the acquisition of a large collection of Irish MSS., purchased 
from Sir William Betham by means of a subscription. To this the 
Academy itself contributed £100. The remaining sum of £403, 
necessary to complete the purchase-money, was furnished by pri- 
vate individuals, who, in so doing, testified their opinion that the 
materials of ancient Irish history ought not to be scattered or re- 
moved from the country, but deposited in a public institution 
where they are likely to be preserved with care, and made generally 
accessible, 

Out of a grant of £50, placed at the disposal of the Committee 
of Antiquities, £47 3*. 2d. has been expended, during the past 
year, in the purchase of antiquities for the Museum. But the prin- 
cipal accessions which it has received have been in the way of do- 
nations. It is fresh in the recollection of the Academy that the 
Commissioners of Public Works have presented to the Academy, 
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through Mr. Mulvany, a numerous and valuable collection of anti- 
quities discovered in the progress of the works carried on by order 
of the Commissioners in different parts of Ireland. The great va- 
lue of this donation has been enhanced by the care which has been 
taken to record the exact locality in which the several objects were 
found. 

The Academy, at a former stated meeting, adopted a plan re- 
commended by the Council for the preparation of a Catalogue of 
the Museum. The Council, regarding this work not only as desir- 
able for the information of visiters, and the promotion of Ar- 
chaeological Science, but even as essential for the safe keeping of 
the Museum itself, regret extremely that they have not been able 
before now to report its completion. They had hoped, at all events, 
to announce this evening the fulfilment of Dr. Petrie's promise to 
place the manuscript catalogue of the stone articles in the hands of 
the Committee of Publication, before the 16th of March. For an 
account of the progress actually made, and an explanation of the 
causes of the delay which has arisen in the execution of the work, 
the Council beg to refer to the annexed statement from Dr. Petrie. 
It is right to observe, that Dr. Petrie now contemplates a plan of 
compiling the Catalogue different from that sanctioned by the Aca- 
demy : — 

"Dr. Petrie states that he has given a considerable portion of time to 
the classification and cataloguing of the portion of the Museum consisting of 
stone implements, &c, and he had expected that he should have been able 
to fulfil his promise to the Academy made at its last Stated Meeting. He 
deeply regrets, however, that in this expectation he has been disappointed. 
The number of the articles to be noticed, with the particulars necessary to 
make the Catalogue of real value, and such as he believes will be expected 
by the antiquaries of Europe, has been found to be far beyond what he had 
conceived, and must necessarily require a greater expenditure of time than 
he had asked. He trusts, however, that if the Academy will allow him to 
proceed on his own comprehensive plan, he may be able, by unremitting at- 
tention to it, to have it finished before the Academy breaks up for the sum- 
mer vacation : and he adds, that he would be very reluctant to engage in a 
work of a merely popular character, such as one comprised within the limited 
number of pages originally proposed, as he cannot conceive that such a work 
would be creditable to the Academy, or worthy of himself." 
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During the past year the following new members have been 
elected : — 

John Barker, M. D. Robert Ross, of Bladensburg. 

William Kelly, M. D. Catterson Smith, Esq. 

Francis Codd, Esq. Joseph Napier Higgins, Esq. 

Rev. Johnston Brydges Sayers. Joseph Dickinson, M. D. 

Vincent Scully, Esq., Q. C. Joseph Beete Jukes, A. M. 

Robert D. Lyons, M.B. Thomas Tear Kelly, Esq. 

Ven. Marcus Gervais Beresford, George Roe, Esq. 

Archdeacon of Ardagh. John Edward Pigot, Esq. 

Christopher Fleming, M.D. Mons. Amadil Dela Ponce. 
Thomas Hone, Esq. 

The following have been removed by death : — 

Ordinary Members. 
John Cash, Esq. 
Andrew Carmichael, Esq. 

Rev. Franc Sadleir, D. D. (late Provost of Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin). 

Honorary Members. 
Heinrich Christian Schumacher. 
Sir Charles Konig. 
Thomas Moore, Esq. 



fourth report of the committee op science relative to the 

meteorological and tidal observations. 

[Received by the Council, March 13, 1852.] 

The Meteorological and Tidal Observations, under the superin- 
tendence of the Officers of the Coast Guard, being now completed, 
the Committee of Science deem it their duty to lay before the Coun- 
cil a brief account of the progress of the undertaking, from the pe- 
riod of their last Report to the present time. 

In the course of the summer of 1851 all the stations were visited, 
for the second time, by Dr. Lloyd, Professor Haughton, and Mr. 
Galbraith. The result of this visit was in the highest degree satis- 
factory. The instruments were, with few exceptions, in perfect or- 



